THE VISVA-BHARATI  QUARTERLY
niketan congregate for common prayer in the Mandir on
every Wednesday. During Gurudev's lifetime he used to
deliver his weekly sermon on that occasion. At the* request
of Kshiti Babu, Gandhiji addressed them there on 19
December when he further amplified his previous day's
message.
He had noticed that during the prayer some of the boys
did not sit erect. Some were fidgety, others listless. He
pulled them up for this as he had done before on the
previous evening. 'The boys and girls of this institution
should carry the imprimatur of Santiniketan in the littlest
of their little acts/ he told them. 'The war has ended, but
peace has not come upon earth. It has only meant the
triumph of the Allied arms over the Axis Powers. The .
world is in a conflagration of unrest. Millions in Europe
to-day are faced with the grim prospect of death due to
starvation and cold during the winter. Nearer at home,
in Bengal things have been no better. It was Gurudev's
mission to deliver the message of peace to an aching world.
The boys and girls of Santiniketan should go forth into
the world as the warriors of peace battling for it so that
Santiniketan might become an abode of santi or peace in
fact, as it is in name. This requires that you should have
a living faith in God. As a piece of marble becomes the
vehicle of the sculptor's genius, so must the spirit of
Gurudev live and propagate itself through you/
From the Mandir Gandhiji proceeded to visit Sri Mukul
Dey's studio and art gallery where Sri Dey has collected
over five thousand pieces of rare Indian art, including
nearly 1500 pieces of Gaganendranath, a lot of them
rescued from private houses, second-hand dealers and the
ravages of white ants. He showed some of his canvases
cm which he had copied some of the immortal paintings of
Ajanta caves that were in danger of being lost, owing to
the ravages of time and weather no less than neglect and
ignorant interference. He had brought them over from
Calcutta when there was danger from air-raids and there
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